


NEWS FROM THE PTO
No fooling, April 1st, brought us the Spring Dinner Dance

and Auction which was a fabulous night filled with
wonderful food, decadent desserts, grooving music &
dancing, an array of raffles, one of kind artwork and pretty
amazing auction items! A HUGE thanks to all of you who
donated items, time, talent, and attended the event! The
dedicated event planners, Heather Dias and Melissa
Denucci, did an outstanding job coordinating this night!
Thank you for hosting such a fun night for the Franklin
Community. This was our biggest fundraiser of the year!
The final numbers are not in, but when they are, we’ll pass
them along. Thanks again to everyone for your support!

Our Spring Fair is shaping up to be an event like no other!
Chairperson Carol Hutter presented a Fun Factor plan at the
last PTO General Meeting. Folks this is going to be a blast!
We will need many volunteers to help out during this event!
A list of needed donations is also being sent home. Please
consider volunteering your time and helping out any way
possible! Save the date Saturday May 20 th, with a rain date
of May 21st.

Additional Spring events……..

No words from the PTO! How sad would that be? Can
you imagine no coordinated Franklin community events?
No communication? No welcome coffees? No school
directory? No fun? The PTO is such a positive force for
our children! What will we do? Folks, if you are concerned
by the above questions (and you should be) we are
anxiously recruiting the PTO Executive Board Positions of
Co-President, Vice President and Treasurer for the
2006/2007 school year. If you are dedicated to making a
difference in your child’s Franklin School experience please
consider joining the Executive Board! Parents from all
grades (even kindergarten) welcome! No experience
necessary! Please contact Elizabeth Roll or Maria Rufo-
Bueno for additional information.

Did you know that Massachusetts ranks 34th in the nation
for school funding? If you find this to be a disturbing
statistic than join the Stand For Children rally being held on
April 26th at the State House in Boston. The goal of this
rally is to show our legislators that education is a bigger
priority! Buses to the rally from Newton are being
provided. For more information please visit the Stand web
site at www.Stand.org.

Our next General PTO Meeting is scheduled for Monday,
May 8 th, at 7:30pm.

Have a great April vacation!
Maria and Elizabeth

FRANKLIN SPRING FAIR

SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2006
Rain Date: SUNDAY, MAY 21st

1-4
Seeking: Committee Members, Day of Volunteers (5/20),
Rain date: Day of Volunteers (5/21), Suggestions! Please
sign-up with Carol Hutter (so I can sleep at night!)

Ticket Activities:
GIANT OBSTACALE COURSE
RIDES
CARNIVAL GAMES & PRIZES

Fun Food:
Ice Cream Truck, Cotton Candy, Popcorn, Hot Dogs, Pizza

Wristband Activities:
Bubblemaina
Tom Sawyer’s White Washed Fence
Face Painting & Tattoos
Relay Races
Tile Mosaic Project (gift to the school)
Toddler Town (age 3 & Under)

DONATIONS NEEDED:
If you can provide ONE or more of the following PLEASE
contact Carol Hutter
We can start collecting items right away. Bring items to the
office, or call for a pick-up. I have a place to store it ALL!

* 4-generators filled with gas
* 1-4' x 8'piece of 1/2' plywood
* 20-8' Banquet tables
* 10-Card Tables
* 4-10' x 10' Pop-Up Tents
* 1000-paper plates
* 1000-paper napkins
* 60-plastic serving gloves
* 10-Chafing Dishes (Pan with holder)
* 20-trash cans
* 20-trash can liners (50 gallon size)
* Donation from PIZZA Shop (20 pizza)
* Donation from Supermarket/Costco/BJ's etc for Hot Dogs,
Buns, Ketchup & Mustard
* Donation from Supermarket/Costco/BJ's etc for Water
bottles & Juice Boxes
* 4-Cases of 50 snack size bags of Lays Potato Chip
* 4-Cases of 50 single snack size Candy Bars (Variety)
* 4-gallons of Dawn or Joy Dish Soap
* 2-Quarts of CLEAR Ivory Dish Soap
* Toddler Toys (we will pass them on to the Tag Sale after
the event)
* Carnival Prizes



* Raffle tickets
* Volunteering on May 20th to work the event
* Volunteering on May 21st (the rain date) to work the day
of event the MORE we can collect the MORE $ we can
collect for the school...
THANKS!

Spring Auction Thanks!
Thank you to everyone in the

Franklin Community who bought
tickets, attended the Spring Auction,

bid on items, and made it such a successful event. It
was a great evening for parents, teachers, and friends to
socialize and support our wonderful school! We raised
approximately $14,500 for the Franklin PTO.

Thank you to the entire Spring Auction
Committee: Elizabeth Roll, Kristine and Mark
Faulkner, Carmen Pancerella, Maria Galvagno, Deb
Rooney, Ellen Bradley, Terri Romanelli, Janet and
Doug Quinn, Julie Barbieri, Orsi Binkert, Lisa Gresser,
John Bradley, Michelle and David Roover, Lisa
Wilson, Mary Baker, and Linda Farina.

Thanks to all of the local businesses and Franklin
families who donated items to the auction. Thanks to
all of the room parents for organizing such wonderful
class baskets and to the Franklin families for donating
items for the baskets. Thanks to Cindy Marchand for
donating “Principal for a Day”. Thanks to all of the
teachers for donating teacher treats.

A special thanks to the following people: Mark
Faulkner and Newton Wellesley Hospital for donating
the laptop computer; the McIntyre family for donating
the Red Sox/Yankees tickets; the Barbieri family for
donating Red Sox/Cleveland tickets; Mrs. Hadley
Horner for donating her “Woman’s Dress” painting to
the Live Auction and for working with the children to
create original artwork for the Franklin Art Auction;
and to Maria Galvagno, Maria Vitone, and Maria Rufo-
Bueno for organizing the desserts and displaying them
so beautifully.

Thank you very much!

Melissa DeNucci and Heather Dias, co-chairs, Spring
Auction.

Words of Wellness

During the month of June, there is a two day bike ride from
Quincy-Provincetown for a total of 150 miles. The bike ride
is to raise awareness and funds for research and treatment of
Multiple Sclerosis. Both Ms. Foster and Ms. Nohmy are in
the process of training for this ride. For more information
you can go to www.nationalmssociety.org.

You can support Ms. Foster and Ms. Nohmy in this bike ride
for Multiple Sclerosis by purchasing a one of a kind piece of
jewelry. There will be necklaces, bracelets, hair ties,
earrings and pins available from between $1-$10. The
materials used for the jewelry are semi-precious stones, fimo
beads (polymer clay), and other colorful varieties of beads.
At 12:30, on Tuesday, April 2nd & 9th, we will set up a
table outside in front of the building. We have set a
fundraising goal of $800 (collectively) and 100% of the
jewelry sale proceeds will go toward that goal. If you don't
want to purchase the jewelry we will have a jar available for
any available donations.

Dance Opportunities for Kids
Casting Call for Kids to perform in Newton’s Centre Stage
Children’s Theatre show, “ROCKY ROAD”. This is a fun
modern musical for the whole family with Acting Roles &
Song-and-Dance opportunities for children of all ages.
Joining a Centre Stage Production is a lively, fun way to
build confidence and learn about theatre. No previous
experience necessary. Now in its 19th year, Centre Stage’s
is a school where kids have fun training and performing in a
state-of-the-art auditorium. For Registration Info Email
Colleen Segal at ActCentreStage@aol.com or leave phone
message with your email on (617) 969-6196.

Beth Nohmy
Sharon Foster
Physical Education, Health & Wellness



Metro West Parent Education Series
from Charles River Arc and Newton

Public Schools

Please join us for one or all of the following workshops:
Session 1: Basic Principles of Applied Behavioral
Analysis April 6, 2006 Presented by - John V. Stokes
M.S.Ed., BCBA and Amanda Armstrong
Session 2: Feeding and Meal time Issues: Problems and
Practical Solutions April 27, 2006 Presented by - John V.
Stokes M.S.Ed., BCBA and Sarah Richmann
Session 3: Issues and Strategies around Toilet Training
and Bathroom Issues May 4, 2006 Presented by - John V.
Stokes M.S.Ed., BCBA
Session 4: Planning Successful Community Outings May
25, 2005 Presented by - John V. Stokes M.S.Ed., BCBA and
Kathryn Miles MBA
Session 5: Communicating with Your Child June 1, 2006
Presented by – Newton Public Schools
Session 6: Training Social Skill: Best Practice and Current
Strategies June 15, 2006 Presented by – Kathryn Johnson
MS, BCBA
Space is limited – please call Kathryn Miles at (781) 972-
1032 to register. Child care will be provided for the first 20
children registered. Each session will be held from 7:00 pm
– 9:00 pm at: The Paul Merritt Center Charles River Arc 59
East Militia Heights Road Needham, MA 02492 This
training series is made possible through the DMR Autism
Spectrum Division Autism Mini-Grant.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please be part of the 6th annual NewtonSERVES Day of
Community Service on Sunday, April 30. There will be 55
projects across the city, including park clean ups and public
school sites, to accommodate 1,000 volunteers. You can
register for morning, afternoon or all day projects. Families
welcome. Teams are needed! Free T- shirts and goodies for
all volunteers. NewtonSERVES Registration Brochures go
home with elementary school pupils around April 10. For
more info, contact Beverly Droz at 617-796-1289 or email
bdroz@newtonma.gov or register online at
www.ci.newton.ma.us/newtonserves

Newton’s Cap program is seeking volunteers We can’t do
it without you. Each year CAP volunteer Prevention
Specialists present 125 workshops to students in Newton’s
kindergarten, second and fifth grade classrooms. Working in
teams of 3, we teach Newton children that they have the
right to be Safe, Strong and Free with their friends and
peers, with adult strangers, and with those who are trusted to
take care of them. Using simple and age appropriate
language we address bullying, stranger safety, and sexual
assault by known persons. We are looking for parents who

are interested in becoming volunteer Prevention Specialists.
Please join us. The next training will begin in May. For the
first time, we will be offering a series of 3- hour morning
training sessions. We are targeting, but not limiting, the
training to parents of pre-school or school- aged children
who are interested in child safety, and who can contribute 6
hours per month for one school year, October - May. For
more information, please call Gail Sommer, (617) 969-5906,
ext. 143 or by email, gsommer@ncscweb.org

BOSTON COLLEGE ARTS FESTIVAL Thursday-
Saturday, April 27-29 Noon to 10:00 PM O’Neill Plaza,
Event Center FREE and open to the public Handicapped
Accessible with free parking Performing, Visual, and
Literary arts events throughout the day and evening.
Children’s activities on Saturday from 12-4 PM include arts
‘n’ crafts, an instrument petting zoo, story hour for
preschool, elementary, and pre-teen age groups, and a
performance of Beauty and the Beast. A complete schedule
is available at: www.bc.edu/arts

PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION - ACADEMICS OR
PLAY? Join us for morning coffee to discusss the
importance of balancing socialization with education skills.
Dr. Jane Chiong, Author/Teacher, will be discussing the
differences between the child-centered vs. content-centered
approaches to pre-school education in both the US and
abroad. April 26 at 10:30 am. at the Kumon Center in
Auburndale at 230 Central Street. FREE but registration
required, babysitting available. Phone 617-244-9540 for
more information.

Spring Seasonings -The Taste of Newton and Needham
Presented by the Newton-Needham Chamber of Commerce
www.nnchamber.com Featuring Billy Costa from NECN’s
TV Diner and Kiss 108’s Matty in the Morning! Bring your
friends, family and co-works to this community event and
come sample food and beverages from over 35 local
restaurants and food purveyors…Tuesday, April 25 Newton
Marriott Hotel 6:00pm-9:00pm $30 in advance, $40 at door
(children 12 and under are FREE) Purchase your tickets by
April 17 and you will automatically be entered to win a
$100 gift certificate from the Capital Grille. To reserve your
tickets, contact the Newton-Needham Chamber of
Commerce at 617-244-5300, info@nnchamber.com

Yolanda King: “Nonviolence as a way of life” Daughter of
Coretta Scott King and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. May 3,
7:30 pm, doors open at 6:45 St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral,
138 Tremont St, Boston, across from Park St. Station,
parking at the Common Garage. Join us as we celebrate
women and all who nurture the traditions of peace,
nonviolence, human rights, and justice.


