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Last Wednesday evening was a night to say “thank you” to
the Franklin School Orchestra, Fifth Grade Band and Chorus
for a musical treat at our annual Winter Concert. As those
of you who attended know, the concert was a wonderful
celebration of musical performances. The musical
selections supported our goal to expose students to a variety
of music from various cultures and eras. Our chorus sang
songs in English, Latin, and Hebrew. To think our students
began learning all the new music together after school began
which led to a culminating project: the concert. I know the
appreciative audience joins me in thanking Caitlin Quinn for
her outstanding leadership, Mary Reynders, the accompanist
and Orchestra Director, and Ted DeColo and Tom Sheppard,
Band Directors. I am proud of our students; they gave a fine
performance. Also, in support of the arts, please notice the
new art displays throughout the halls of Franklin.

The staff and I are now preparing for the incoming 2008-
2009 kindergarten class and will hold a parent informational
meeting on Wednesday evening, February 13, at 7:00p.m.
(Snow date: February 27) This is the night to sign up for
the registration date and time and to pick up a packet of
material. To enroll, students must be five years old on or
before August 31, 2008. If there is a new family in the
neighborhood whom you know has a child eligible for
kindergarten, please have them contact the Franklin office
(617-559-9500) to be certain that we have them on our
mailing list. A letter has gone out this week to all eligible
families whose names we have at present.
Some of our older students received cell phones over the
holidays. While I can understand the need for
communication with your child, the school system has
always asked parents/guardians to contact the school if there
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is a need to be in touch with your child, for any reason. The
school office would be certain to get your message to your
child. I have asked students to leave their cell phones turned
off during the school day. Once students are leaving the
doors of the building, they may use their phones, if
necessary. If a cell phone is seen or heard during the school
day, the cell phone will be taken from the child until the end
of the day when it will be returned. You will hear the same
message from other Newton Schools Elementary Principals.

On Wednesday morning, January 9, I made a call to all
families on our Connect-Ed. Phone line. My message
described an incident on Howard St. near the school. It was
not an emergency message, so the message did not go to all
your listed phone numbers. However, it should have gone
to your first listed phone number. I have since learned that
some families did not receive the message. If your
household did not receive my message on January 9, could
you let the Franklin office know. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Ruth H. Chapman

NEWS FROM THE PTO
Brrr! There certainly is no doubt that winter is in full

swing! Did you know that as we stamp our feet, clap our
hands and jump up and down trying to stay warm at
dismissal, we are actually practicing for the spontaneous
cheering and applause we will engage in at the upcoming
Midwinter Coffee House? Always an evening to warm the
soul and delight the senses, these tickets are available for
$15 from Cindy Mapes. The Coffee House takes place at
the First Unitarian Society Parish Hall from 7 – 10:30 on
Saturday, February 9th.

Another heart-warming event is TONIGHT’S annual
Franklin School Movie Night, organized by Christine
Nunziato-Bonenfant. It is always a treat to see the children
in their PJs, holding their favorite stuffed animal, giggling
with their friends and spilling popcorn all over the floor.

This past Monday, Franklin’s own group of Polar Bears
braved the cold to go swimming. Ok, so it was indoors, 80
degrees, and totally tropical. A grand time was had by all
and the playground fund got a nice boost! Thank you to
Susan Boyer and the playground committee for organizing
this event!

Ms. Leed is in the early stages of preparing our older
students for a Franklin School Art Show. She will need
help with mounting and hanging art, and setting up and



breaking down the show. We have many artistic parents in
our community; please let Ms. Leed know if you can lend a
hand for this new and exciting event!

In this column we so often ask for your help, either with
time or donations, to support the many terrific programs our
PTO provides for our children. One area the PTO funds is
the Teacher Mini Grants. This fall the PTO funded teacher
initiatives for Quick Read Workbooks, a Social Language
Library, Balanced Literacy relating to Bullying, a Social
Studies initiative, a Listening Library for the Music Room
and an Incline Mat for the PE program. Thank you all for
your generosity and thank you to our wonderful teachers for
their dedication to teaching our children in so many different
ways.

Finally, there are new “Job Cards” posted on the PTO
Help Wanted Board outside of the main office. Please take
the time to look at the cards and offer to help where you can.
Stay warm!
Susan and Kim

Playground Renovation Committee
Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday January 31,
2008 , 7:30 pm at the home of Susan

All are welcome to participate - even if you have not
attended a prior meeting.

Garden City Kindergarten and Pre-K
Spring Soccer

Registration has begun!
Girls and Boys currently in Kindergarten or Preschool (must
be 4 years of age) are invited to join. GCKS provides an
introduction to the game of soccer; teaching a variety of
basic skills in a fun, non-competitive environment. Team
sizes are limited to 10 players in each group. In order to
optimize on-field practice and game time, the league limits
the number of players to 80. The Spring season runs from
April 12- June 7th. Practice/games are held Saturdays from
9:30-10:30 am for the Kindergarten league and 10:45-11:45
am for the Pre-K league. Games are played on the field at
Burr School, Pine Street in Auburndale. Volunteer parent
coaches are needed. No experience is necessary and training
will be provided. Cost is $60 per child. GCKS is a joint
venture of Lincoln-Eliot & Franklin School's Parent Teacher
Organization. Proceeds benefit both schools PTO programs.
To register, email gardencitysoccer@gmail.com or call L-E
School parent Melanie Varady at 617-244-5773 or Franklin
School parent Deb Rooney at (617) 630-8520. Registration
deadline is March 28th.

Eighth Annual Midwinter
Coffeehouse, Featuring Catie Curtis!

It’s time to book your babysitter for the
Midwinter Coffeehouse! The
Coffeehouse is a fundraiser for Franklin
AND it’s a great opportunity for parents
and others from the Newton community
to hang out and enjoy great music. You
will LOVE the music of CATIE
CURTIS. Come early—the bar will be
open!

The Eighth Annual Midwinter Coffeehouse will be held
from 7:00 to 10:30 pm, Saturday,
February 9th, at the First Unitarian
Society Parish Hall, 1326 Washington
St, West Newton. This event, presented
as a benefit for The Parent Teacher
Organization (PTO) of the Franklin
Public Elementary School in West
Newton features singer/songwriters
active in the Boston folk music
community. In this, the eighth year of
this unique fundraising event, award-winning songwriter
(and Franklin parent!) Catie Curtis, will be showcased.

Newton-based singer/songwriters Rob Siegel, Cindy
Mapes, with “Constellations,” and Carroll Eastman will
also be performing. Other performers from within the
Franklin School community include parents and friends
Galina Brusilovsky, Pamela McA’Nulty and Don Levey,
Jennifer O’Brien, and Michael Rizzo. Eric Moore will

emcee. All of these performers
have, or have had, children at
Franklin and have donated their
talent to benefit the school’s PTO.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets
are $15, available in advance or at

the door to adults 21 or over. TICKETS WILL BE ON
SALE IN FRONT OF FRANKLIN SCHOOL AT PICK-
UP DURING THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 4TH.
Refreshments include coffee, wine and beer, juice and soda,

and snacks. For more information, including advanced ticket
sales, contact Cindy Mapes
(midwintercoffeehouse@yahoo.com). The event is
wheelchair-accessible.

You can also go to the Franklin School website at
www.franklinpto.org for more information about the
Coffeehouse.

Hope you can join us!
Cindy Mapes and Patrice Joyce,
Co-Chairs, Midwinter Coffeehouse Committee





Water, Water, Everywhere!

Last week there was water in several Franklin classrooms –
but that was a good thing. On Tuesday, Meg Tabacsko from
the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA)
visited the first grade classrooms, flooding them with fun
facts about our precious commodity, water. Children learned
where clean water comes from (a reservoir), how it travels
(through underground pipes) and all the things we need
water for in our daily lives.

On Wednesday, Meg returned to visit the third graders. The
students built a city water system that spanned their
classrooms, using different sizes of pipes and straws. They
brought water to the city from the reservoir, built a city
water infrastructure, and connected each building (desk).
The students had to estimate how much pipe they needed to
purchase in order to connect to the city water line: If they
overestimated, they spent too much money; if they
underestimated, they couldn’t bring water into their
building. Once the city was connected, they learned what
happens when different pipes fail.

After each session, Meg quizzed the kids about the program.
(They got to flush a toy toilet each time they answered
correctly.) Both first and third graders were motivated to
answer and everybody flushed! (Sorry, I couldn’t resist the
toilet humor …)

Unfortunately, water (in the form of snow) cancelled
MWRA programs for the kindergarten and K/1 classrooms
on Monday, but a rain date has already been set for May.

Earlier in the month, the first graders also enjoyed a visit
from author/illustrator Emilie Boone, creator of more than
twenty books for young children, including Peterkin Meets a
Star, Belinda’s Balloon, and 123 How Many Animals Can
You See? Emilie read from her books and demonstrated her
signature drawing technique: crayon and watercolor. She
talked about where ideas come from, how making mistakes
is part of both the writing and drawing process, and the
importance of revision. She also shared samples of her
original sketches and final artwork to show the different
steps involved in illustration. At the end of the program,
students had a chance to create their own crayon and
watercolor illustrations. Emilie was warm and genuine, the
children loved being able to try their hands at being
illustrators, and the teachers took away many new ideas.
One mom reported that now, when she reads a book with
her daughter, her daughter immediately asks, “Who’s the
illustrator?”

Newton SPED PAC
Please come to the Newton Parent Advisory Council on

Special Education January Meeting on Wednesday January
30, 2008, 7 – 9:00 PM in Room 318, Education Center, 100
Walnut St, Newton, MA 02460

John Passarini Ed.D. will speak on adapted physical
education and inclusive school environments that help all
students to succeed. John has experience working with
students with a wide range of disabilities, including autism,
learning and physical disabilities. He was the National
Adapted Physical Education Teacher of the year in 2000 and
was selected from 185,000 nominees to be the Disney
Outstanding Teacher of the Year in 2003. John grew up in
Newton and attended Newton schools with a learning
disability. Although John was embarrassed by his poor
academic skills, he was supported by his good attitude, his
friends and strong athletic skills. In junior high he met an
English and Social Studies teacher who mentored him and
helped him to progress academically.

In 1970, John became a physical education teacher in
Waltham and then in Wayland, MA where he met Katie, a
young woman with physical disabilities who inspired him to
focus on adapted physical education. “Katie taught me that
the human spirit has unlimited potential. [She] taught me to
be patient, to be confident, to be hopeful.” John now
teaches adapted physical education at Salem State,
Northeastern and Boston University. His website is
www.johnpassarini.com.

For more information, please email info@newtonpac.org.

.Project Interface Parent Workshops
Thursday February 7 12:00-1:30 p.m.
Tuesday February 12 7:00-8:30 p.m.
How to Raise a Healthy Child. At the West Suburban
YMCA, 276 Church St., Newton MA. Discussion leader
Aviva Bock, CCMHC, LMHC is a licensed psychotherapist
with a private practice in Newton and Cambridge, MA. She
has frequently taught parenting classes in schools,
synagogues and community settings. Cost per class: YMCA
Member $35 Non-Member $45 (financial assistance
available). Contact: Jennifer Sandeman, Health Promotion
Specialist, at 617-244-6050 Ext. 3017 or jennifers <at>
westsuburbanymca.org.

FoodPlay Production presentation
for parents on February 12th at Underwood School from 7-8
p.m. That morning our grades 3 & 4 will see this Emmy-
Award-winning live theater show that combines juggling,
characters, music, and magic to emphasize health messages
to help children know about nutrition, fitness, and self-
esteem.



METCO In Massachusetts: A
Significant Work In Progress

On February 26, 2008, 7:00 pm, Mason-Rice Elementary
School (149 Pleasant Street, Newton Centre)

Susan Eaton will explore the history and founding purpose
of METCO; discuss METCO’s evolution over the years;
explore the benefits of the program for students from Boston
and from the suburbs; present new research findings on the
benefits of diverse learning environments; and examine
Massachusetts’ efforts in a national context.

Susan Eaton is the Research Director at the Charles
Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and Justice at Harvard
Law, and is the author several books, The Children in Room
E4: American Education on Trial, The Other Boston Busing
Story: What's Won and Lost Across the Boundary Line, and
co-author, with Gary Orfield, of Dismantling Desegregation:
The Quiet Reversal of Brown v. Board of Education

This presentation is sponsored by Newton PTO Council and
Newton PTOS, with special thanks to Angier Human
Differences Committee for organizing this event.

FY09 Budget Deliberations Begin
The Superintendent presented his Override Budget on
January 15, 2008 and now the School Committee has begun
its deliberations. This budget reflects what school
department programs and services would look like with the
additional funds available if the override passes.

The School Committee will review the Allocation Budget
presented by the Superintendent on January 28, 2008.
The Allocation Budget reflects what the school department
programs and services would be with the revenues available
without a tax override. The Committee will take a straw
vote on both budgets on February 4, 2008 and hold a public
hearing on February 6, 2008 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the
Day Middle School auditorium. This is the chance for the
public to weigh in on both budgets. A final vote on the
budgets will be held on February 11, 2008.

Click Override Budget to review the proposed FY09
Budget.

Budget discussion schedule.

Long Range Facilities Forum Held
On January 8, 2008 the School Committee conducted an
interactive forum focusing on three proposed options for

renovating/replacing the twelve elementary schools that
have not yet had work done. All of the options:

- are based on peak year enrollment projections

- increase capacity and add one unallocated use room to
each school

- conform to the Educational Specifications voted by the
School Committee

- include swing-space to house students while renovations
are performed
- will require some redistricting

One of the key interests expressed by the community was to
attempt to keep schools in the 350-400 student range rather
than to add more schools at 500 student capacity.

Based on the feedback from the forum, the long-range
facilities subcommittee has been charged with coming up
with a recommended option for the School Committee to
discuss and vote on with supporting criteria for this
recommended option. The LRF Committee will also study
the revised middle school enrollment projections to
determine whether there are short-term needs that must be
addressed and to ultimately fold a middle school
recommendation into the long-term plan.

To see the options proposed by the architects, click here.

Summary of Recent School Committee
Meeting

The School Committee publishes a summary of recent
meetings by the Friday after each meeting. This document is
meant to give a timely update on issues before the School
Committeee before the detailed minutes are approved and
archived.

To review the latest School Committee meetings, click here.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
A free presentation, "Flu: What You Can Do, Caring For
Someone at Home" will be held at the Newton Free
Library, 330 Homer St., on Wednesday, Feb. 13 from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. The program includes information about
preparing for seasonal and pandemic flu, how to care for
someone who is sick, and how to prevent getting the flu.
Speakers will be from the city's Health & Human Services
Department. For more information, call 617-796-1360.

Saturday Drop-In Art at the New Art Center Parents can
drop off their children or stay and create art together from
10AM-11:30AM on Saturday mornings. A different project
and theme each week! Grades K-5. No pre-registration
required, $15 cash/check. Upcoming Dates: January 12, 19,
26, February 2, 9, March 1, 8, 15. For more information call
617-964-3424 or visit us online www.newartcenter.org


